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T his year lias been a very difficult our for 
the av enige A men can wo rkcr. Man y 
of us have seen significant job Losses in 
our com munities, particularly in In: his 
that appeared relatively stable a short time age. 
There is no doubt that this past year has. brought to 
light the need for skilled workers. To help prepare a 
skilled workforce, the Obama Admmist ration and 
Congress have placed an emphasis on ensuring that 
Americans have access to education and training. 

hi February 2009, Congress injected billions of 
dollars into the economy with the p^age or the 
historic American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA). This law is being used to help states and 
I oc :ii I it i es a 1 1 c v i a te s □ r tic of thrfin a n ciii 1 I ji irde 1 1 s 
encountered in recent yean. The stimulus package 
included money for training and retraining workers 
so that they arc equipped in hr successful hi u high- 
icch workplace. 

Some states are deciding to use dicrr stimulus 
money to accommodate n surge in postsccoiidary 

enrollments, others nre esiabl idling apprenticeship 
programs or helping at indents experience firsthand 
the broad array af lucrative carter available so 
them after their schooling. Although how states 
c h oose i o us v i h ei r i none % m a y d i ITEe r, nil a re c le v el - 
oping pr-qg rams that will benefit the entire pommu- 
] i it v. ' r h i s a li i rlc hi g h Li g h ts a i r\% r nr w pi r jgra ms t h at 
are uriilg ARRA money in ways til at are iriii ova live 
and creative, ensuring that youth and displaced 
worker* are [earning new skills that can secure their 

place .as success lid employees in this rapidly evolving 

global economy. 

In the ARRA, approMmately 33.95 billion was 
i nt La idr d for prog ra ni s rind er l h v. Wor kl o r re In\ est - 
ment Acc n including SI. 2 billion for youth training 
programs. Many states arc chddHmg to use that 
money for career exploration initiatives. Missouri’s 
Neja-Gtnerat \an Jobs Team and Cali Torn in s Green. 
Jobs Corps art just two examples of how dm money 
is bring spent on lb- to 24 -year-olds. 
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California 

California has started a piloL program* California Green Jobs 
Corps, which aims to place at least 1,000 youth into training 
for skilled jobs in con-friendly industries. Similar to Missouri’s 
The \rxoGeneralfon Jobs Team, the Green Jobs Corps relies 
heavily on pnb lid-private partnerships to link youth to careers 
that will be fruitful and &££urc in the future. 
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RRA Money for GTE 



What's Your State 
Doing with ARRA Funds? 


M boiuis new summer job program, Thu* NVvl-Gencralion Jobs Team, was 
established lc help youth explore iu w high-tech, high-^rOwtli arras and make 
some extra money while dciing it. The program connects youth to businesses 
in iheitr communities, and to vets many disciplines ranging from business man- 
agement to green energy to health ea re. Because this, program is being paid for 
by AR RA funds, there is no cast eo the student or to the business 


The (ype? qf program? 8 islcd above an; 
happening all over ititr conn try in every 
stale. To find out what your state is doing, 
vi s it your stale b e eti 1 1 om i c recove r y W r el > 
she an d sc c AC Tils Issue and Advocacy 
Web page, where a special sec -lion is 
devoted to ARRA. 

1 1” your 3 s ate p coi ri it iimily or sc h ool 
as using ARRA funds in a creative and 
innovEtliu' way, ACTE would like to 
know about it. Please contact the Public 
L\ ?l icy i ) e| rin lent \ vil 1 1 d e! a i Is of h ov \ : 

your program is helping i he economy to 

recover! D 


Jomie fester 


is Mil's odmory moger. Sb con be contorted oil 
j h=a s? er© ixreo n line. q< q . 
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Interested in exploring Shis 
topic -furthers Diycuss- it with 
your ooleoguei on ihe ACTE foiynu or 
ww w.ch: t Btsnli ne.a rg /forum esps 


www.ciG-feciriilne.org 
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